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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Cohen et al., (hereinafter Cohen), (US Patent No. 7,035,926). 

In reference to claim 1 , Cohen teaches a method / system comprising: identifying 
a web page that a user is viewing [column 1 , lines 38-41]; 

determining the presence of other users at or near the web page that the user is 
viewing [column 1, lines 42-44]; 

calculating a virtual distance between the web page that the user is viewing and 
web pages viewed by the other users [column 2, lines 30-39]; 

displaying for the user a listing of the other users determined to be within a pre- 
determined virtual distance from the web page that the user is viewing [column 1 , lines 
42-47, column 2, lines 30-39]; and 
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enabling the user to communicate with one or more users selected from the 
displayed listing of other users [column 1, lines 48-56]. 

In reference to claim 2, Cohen teaches the method / system of claim 1 wherein: 
identifying a web page further comprises receiving a Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) 
address of the web page that the user is viewing [column 1 , lines 38-40]. 

In reference to claim 3, Cohen teaches the method / system of claim 1 wherein: 
the presence of other users is determined by a distance mapping technique [column 4, 
lines 37-43]. 

In reference to claim 4, Cohen teaches the method / system of claim 3 wherein: 
the distance mapping technique comprises identifying users viewing web pages having 
words or phrases of cognitive similarity [column 4, lines 43-49]. 

In reference to claim 5, Cohen teaches the method / system of claim 3 wherein: 
the distance mapping technique comprises comparing a Uniform Resource Identifier 
(URI) address of the web page that the user is viewing to URI addresses of web pages 
being viewed by other users [column 7, lines 1 1-20]. 

In reference to claim 6, Cohen teaches the method / system of claim 1 wherein: 
displaying for the user a listing of the other users further comprises displaying the listing 
of other users in a graphical user interface (GUI) [column 7, lines 41-44]. 
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In reference to claim 7, Cohen teaches the method / system of claim 6 wherein: 
the GUI comprises a web browser [column 1 , lines 60-63 and column 9, lines 29-35]. 

In reference to claim 8, Cohen teaches the method / system of claim 1 further 
comprising: enabling the user to view profile data associated with one or more users 
selected from the displayed listing of other users [column 9, lines 35-30]. 

In reference to claim 9, Cohen teaches the method / system of claim 8 wherein: 
the profile data comprises one or more of contact information, demographic information, 
profession, hobbies, or interests [column 9, lines 35-30]. 

In reference to claim 10, Cohen teaches the method / system of claim 1 wherein: 
enabling the user to communicate with one or more users selected from the displayed 
listing of other users further comprises enabling the user to instant message one or 
more users selected from the displayed listing of other users [column 12, lines 27-44]. 

In reference to claim 18, Cohen teaches a method / system comprising: means 
for identifying a web page that a user is viewing [column 1 , lines 38-41]; 

means for determining the presence of other users at or near the web page that 
the user is viewing [column 1 , lines 42-44]; 

means for calculating a virtual distance between the web page that the user is 
viewing and web pages viewed by the other users [column 2, lines 30-39]; 
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means for displaying for the user a listing of the other users determined to be 
within a predetermined virtual distance from the web page that the user is viewing 
[column 1 , lines 42-47, column 2, lines 30-39]; and 

means for enabling the user to communicate with one or more users selected 
from the displayed listing of other users [column 1, lines 48-56]. 

In reference to claim 19, Cohen teaches a method / system comprising: 
identifying a data object that a user is accessing [column 1, lines 38-41]; 

determining a listing of other users that are currently accessing or that have 
recently accessed the data object [column 1 , lines 42-44]; 

displaying for the user the listing of the other users filtered based on an affinity 
between data associated with the user and data associated with the other users 
[column 1 , lines 42-47, column 2, lines 30-39]; and 

enabling the user to communicate with one or more users selected from the 
displayed listing of other users [column 1, lines 48-56]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 11, 13-14, 16-17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cohen as applied to claiml above, and further in view of Nachman et 
al., (US Publication No. 2001/0027474), (hereinafter Nachman). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Cohen does not specifically disclose enabling the user to 
communicate with one or more users selected from the displayed listing of other users 
further comprises enabling the user to e-mail one or more users selected from the 
displayed listing of other users. However, Nachman, in the same field of endeavor 
discloses using email [paragraphs 41 and 44]. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include email as an 
option in order to provide additional communication means. 

Regarding claim 13, Cohen-Nachman further discloses enabling the user to 
communicate with one or more users selected from the displayed listing of other users 
further comprises enabling the user to initiate a transaction with one or more users 
selected from the displayed listing of other users [Nachman, paragraphs 18 and 21]. 

Regarding claim 14, Cohen-Nachman further discloses the transaction comprises an 
exchange of currency [Nachman, paragraph 45]. 

Regarding claim 16, Cohen-Nachman further discloses enabling the user to execute a 
search query a against a search engine [Nachman, paragraph 20]. 

Regarding claim 17, Cohen-Nachman further discloses results of the search query 
comprise a listing of one or more web pages, and wherein each of the one or more web 
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pages listed is displayed with an associated visual indicator displaying a number of 
users currently viewing that respective web page [Nachman, paragraph 40]. 

Regarding claim 20, Cohen-Nachman further discloses wherein the affinity between the 
data associated with the user and data associated with the other users is determined 
using similarity of profile attributes [Nachman, paragraphs 40-41]. 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cohen- 
Nachman as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Wengrovitz, (US 
Publication No. 2005/0141688). 

Regarding claim 12, Cohen-Nachman does not specifically disclose enabling the user to 
communicate with one or more users selected from the displayed listing of other users 
further comprises enabling the user to initiate a voice over Internet protocol (VoIP) 
communication with one or more users selected from the displayed listing of other 
users. However, Wengrovitz, in the same field of endeavor, discloses presence 
notification [Wengrovitz, paragraph 6, lines 6-13] with VoIP [Wengrovitz, paragraph 5, 
lines 8-14]. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate voice over Internet Protocol communication via 
presence notification listing in order to increase the multi-media communication options 
on-line. 
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5. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cohen- 
Nachman as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of Pugliese III et al., 
(hereinafter Pugliese), (US Publication No. 2001/0016825). 

Regarding claim 15, Cohen-Nachman does not specifically disclose the transaction 
comprises an exchange of at least one of airline frequent flier miles, or affinity program 
points. However, Pugliese, discloses charging frequent flier miles [Pugliese, paragraph 
65, lines 11-19]. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate frequent flier miles as a financial 
transactions to increase the client's options for financial payments. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 03/31/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

A - Applicant argues "Cohen does not appear to disclose, teach or suggest, or make 
obvious at least calculating a virtual distance between the web page that the user is 
viewing and web pages viewed by the other users". 

A - Cohen discloses a selected group of mutually-linked virtual places, or other 
resources available via a computer network are mapped, so as to identify the places 
and the links between them. When computer users access any of the virtual places, the 
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users virtual locations, or the resources that they are accessing, are tracked, 
substantially in real time. The user locations are then registered with the map, so that it 
is possible to determine at any given time which users, and how many of the users, are 
to be found at which locations [Cohen, column 2, lines 30-39]. 

B - Applicant argues "This text, however, does not even mention, much less disclose 
displaying for the user the listing of the other users filtered based on an affinity between 
data associated with the user and data associated with the other users". 

B - Cohen discloses a selected group of mutually-linked virtual places, or other 
resources available via a computer network are mapped, so as to identify the places 
and the links between them. When computer users access any of the virtual places, the 
users virtual locations, or the resources that they are accessing, are tracked, 
substantially in real time. The user locations are then registered with the map, so that it 
is possible to determine at any given time which users, and how many of the users, are 
to be found at which locations [Cohen, column 2, lines 30-39]. 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 11-17 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to WILLIAM J. GOODCHILD whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1589. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday / 8:00 AM - 
4:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



WJG 



/Jason D Cardone/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2145 



